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PTI n MELBOURNE 

Former Australia captain
Allan Border has

expressed his
disappointment over the
team’s inability to contain
Virat Kohli during the first
Test in Perth and feels that
can potentially cost the hosts
the five-match series.
Kohli, who had not scored a
Test century in 18 months,
roared back to form with an
unbeaten 100 in the second
innings as India secured a
thumping 295-run victory
over the hosts.
“I was really disappointed in
the way we let Kohli roll on
to a hundred without much
resistance,” Border told SEN
radio on Friday morning. 
“We don’t want this guy full
of confidence for the rest of
the series.”
Border also questioned the
tactics of skipper Pat
Cummins, suggesting they

allowed Kohli to regain his
rhythm after his struggles
against New Zealand in the
recent home series. Kohli’s
century marked his seventh
ton on Australian soil.
Former opener Matthew
Hayden also took aim at
Cummins, criticising the

field placements after Kohli’s
arrival in the middle.
“They missed a few tricks
with Virat Kohli in the early
part of his innings. Nathan
Lyon had mid-on back, one
on the off-side catching and
a mid-wicket. I felt like it was
so easy for him to get off

strike,” Hayden had told
Channel 7 after India’s win. 
“You can’t cut a sucker an
even break when a bloke is
under pressure as he was.
The field we actually
finished with - two slips, no
point, a man straight - it
offered up the outside edge
of his bat as well. 
He found it a little more
frustrating. When he got the
bit between the teeth, it was
too late.
Hayden also pointed to
tactical lapses during India’s
earlier partnership, noting
the delayed use of short-ball
strategies.
“Jaiswal looked vulnerable
against it. Maybe tiny things
with Pat Cummins, the
ability to think through these
decisions. They were shell-
shocked from the average
batting performance (in the
first innings) and as we see
now, again, bombs are
going,” he said. 

Australia let Kohli roll on to a
hundred in Perth: Allan Border

PTI n CANBERRA

Cheteshwar Pujara wants K
L Rahul to open the batting
alongside Yashasvi Jaiswal in
the second Test against
Australia despite the arrival
of skipper Rohit Sharma.
Rohit’s absence in the series
opener in Perth allowed
India to move Rahul to the
top of the order from the
middle order.
Pujara, the rock of Indian
batting on the previous two
tours of Australia, feels the
opening combination should
not be tinkered with after a
295-run win in the series
opener. 
Jaiswal scored a memorable
hundred while Rahul too
was impressive, collecting 26
and 77 in the two innings in
Perth.
“I think, for some reason if
we can carry on with the
same batting order, like KL
and Yashasvi to open, Rohit
could come in at three, and
Shubman could come in at
five,” Pujara said in a chat
with ESPNcricinfo. 
“If Rohit wants to open, KL
should bat at No. 3. Nothing
later than that. I think he has

to bat top of the order,
because it suits his game
really well. I hope we don’t
tinker around with that.”
Gill, who missed the first
Test due to a thumb injury, is
also expected to feature in
the playing eleven in the
day-night Test beginning
December 6. 
“Ideally No. 5 (for Gill).
Because it allows him to
come in at a time, even if we
lose two wickets early, he is
someone who can negotiate
the new ball,” Pujara said. 
“But if he walks in after, say,
25 or 30 overs, he can play
his shots. He can play his
natural game. And in case we
lose the first three wickets
early, Gill walks in and saves
Rishabh Pant for the old ball. 
“[Pant] doesn’t have to face
the new ball. I wouldn’t want
him to walk in to bat when
the ball is hard and new,”
Pujara added.
Gill has opened the batting
in Australia but has now
moved down to number
three. 
India also play a two-day
warm up game in Canberra
ahead of the pink-ball Test in
Adelaide. 

KL should continue to
open with Jaiswal, Rohit
can come in at 3: Pujara

PTI n SINGAPORE

Indian Grandmaster D
Gukesh and defending

champion Ding Liren played
out a mostly risk-free draw
in the fourth round to
remain level on points in the
World Chess Championship
battle here on Friday.
The two players signed peace
after 42 moves vide
repetition and are tied on
two points each after four
games of the 14-round
showdown. The first to reach
7.5 points will be crowned
the champion.
The 18-year-old Gukesh,
who was playing with black
on Friday, is the youngest
ever challenger for the title
and had won the third game
on Wednesday.
“Towards the end, I had
some chances to press better
but with black this is all you
can expect,” Gukesh said

after the game.
“I am just trying to make
good moves,” he added when
asked about the prospect of
becoming the youngest
world champion.
The 32-year-old Liren had
won the opening game
before the two played out a
draw in the second game.
“This round, I tried to play
safe. It turns out I got a little
bit of an advantage. The
score is still balanced. There
are more games to come,”
Liren said.
“I had a rest day to recover

from the tough loss. I am in a
very good mood. It worked
well, not so bad,” he added.
With just 10 games
remaining under the
classical time control,
Gukesh will have the
advantage of playing white in
the fifth game.
On Friday, Liren started with
the bird’s opening trying to
take out on the queen’s
bishop early in the opening
which was a clear indication
that the Chinese wanted to
fight the Indian on the skill
rather than preparation.
Gukesh was up to the task in
responding as he matched
Liren move for move and the
pieces traded hands leading
to equality.
The players eventually
reached rook and pawns
endgame which was
theoretically drawn and the
split of a point was a just
result.

Battle of Equals: Gukesh, Liren draw fourth
round game; remain level on points in WC

Harmanpreet
unveils Indian
women’s cricket
team ODI jersey
PTI n MUMBAI

The Indian women’s cricket
team captain Harmanpreet

Kaur and BCCI secretary Jay
Shah on Friday unveiled the
side’s new ODI jersey at the
Board’s headquarters here.
The women’s team will don the
new jersey during the three-
match ODI series against the
West Indies to be played in
Vadodara from December 22. 
“It’s an honour to unveil the jer-
sey today and really happy that
we are the first ones who is
going to wear this jersey against
the West Indies team,” said
Harmanpreet.

PTI n CANBERRA

India would aim to figure out
their batting combination for
next week’s day-night Test in
Adelaide when they face
Australia Prime Minister’s XI
in a two-day tour game at the
Manuka Oval here from
Saturday.
India have played four day-
night Tests thus far with their
only loss coming at Adelaide
four years ago when they
were bowled out for 36
before making a winning
comeback in the four-match
Test series.
The pink ball does a lot more
compare to the red cherry,
especially in the twilight
period. Considering it is not a
first-class game, majority of
the Indian batters would like
to get a feel of the ball in the
middle.
Coming from their most
dominant win in Australia in
the opening Test in Perth, the
Indian dressing room is in
high spirits. However, the
arrival of Rohit Sharma, who
missed the first Test due to the
birth of his second child and
expected return of a fit again
Shubman Gill will force the
think tank to rejig the batting
order for the match beginning
December 6.
Rohit and Yashasvi Jaiswal are
the designated openers but
with the latter and K L Rahul

excelling at the top in Perth,
there is a case for the Indian
skipper to drop himself down
the order.
If that does happen, Gill’s
position will also need to be
adjusted. India will have to
make those calls in the
practice game before reaching
Adelaide with full clarity.
As it is only a two-day game,
India would be hoping to get a
lot more time with the bat
than the ball. The likes of
Sarfaraz Khan, who are
unlikely to be considered
unless there is an injury,
would also be hoping for
some game time.
The team is in a relaxed mood
and had its first net session on
Friday where Gill took guard,
indicating that his recovery is
well on course.
India have been reluctant to
play tour games as they are
often not competitive enough.
With Test players like Matt
Renshaw and Scott Boland in
the line-up, the visitors can
hope for some decent match
practice.
The PM’s XI will be led by all-
rounder Jack Edwards and
will also have Australia U-19
stars including Charlie
Anderson, Mahli Beardman,
Aidan O’Connor and Sam
Konstas.
Fast bowling all-rounder
Hanno Jacobs will be another
player to watch out for.

PTI n CANBERRA

Shubman Gill returned to
the India nets on Friday,
showing enough signs of a

full recovery from a thumb
injury that ruled him out of
the series opener against
Australia in Perth.
Gill’s absence was not felt in
Perth as India won the game
by 295 runs but considering
his impressive run on the
previous tour, the visitors need
him at his best over the course
of the five-match series.
The top-order batter was seen
facing Yash Dayal and Akash
Deep in the nets ahead of the
pink-ball warm-up game
against Australian PM’s XI
starting Saturday.
“I was just trying to get a feel
to be honest, see how the
injury is reacting, if any kind
of soreness is there but it went
much better than what I and
Kamlesh bhai (Kamlesh Jain,
physio) expected. Very happy
with that,” Gill said in a video
posted by BCCI on X after the
training session here.
Gill was naturally
disappointed about getting
injured ahead of the first Test
but India’s special

performance put him back in a
positive frame of mind.
“Any ball when it hits the
middle of the bat, the feeling
that you get, that is the feeling
I play for. When I got to know
about my injury, first couple of
days I was quite low and
disappointed. 
“Perth is the only venue we did
not play last time around
(2020-21). It is such an iconic
venue. But the way we played
at the end of it, I was very
happy,” the batter added.
In Gill’s absence, Devdutt
Padikkal came at number
three for India but could not
deliver. 
However, it is not a given that
Gill will return to his usual
batting position as K L Rahul
excelled as an opener in Perth
in skipper Rohit Sharma’s
absence. 
While Rohit is expected to
open alongside Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Rahul could come in
at three pushing Gill to
number 5.
It remains to be seen if India
experiment in the batting
order in the warm-up game as
all batters would be allowed a
hit in the middle considering it
is not a first-class game. 

Gill returns to nets after thumb injury

India look to make
most of pink ball
warm-up


